.....

(translated article)
Educators from Europe and Asia meet in Sønderborg
YOUTH: Teachers from all over the world meet and create networks in Sønderborg this week.
Hørup Centralskole is the local coordinating school in the area.
by Annette Christensen
SØNDERBORG: Approximately 100 educators from 30 countries in Asia and Europe will be
participating from 26 to 30 October for the 8th Asia-Europe Classroom Network Conference,
held alternately in Asia and Europe. The Asia-Europe Foundation, which supports the project,
is a network that connects teachers and students in secondary and high schools across Asia
and Europe.
Inspiration and understanding
Karen Marie Hougaard, Principal of Hørup Centralskole, is the local coordinator. Hørup
Centralskole has formerly won the first prize in this competition which is held annually in
connection to the conference and she is happy and takes pride in the fact that Sønderborg
has been allowed to be the host town.
It was also her suggestion for climate challenge to be the main topic. According to her, it is
keeping in line with the “Bright Green Youth” in Sønderborg and the climate summit meeting
to be held in Copenhagen later in the year.
She has participated in the conference several times and is enthusiastic about the
inspiration and international understanding which stems from the network.
“It gives our young people an experience of the world not being that big and does a lot for
subverting prejudice”, she says.
Each time the conference concludes with plans to carry out 25 projects. In each project, at
least two European and two Asian schools will be working with each other, and young people
from very different cultures communicate and chat on the internet about the common
project.
Students are crazy about it.
“The students from my own school are crazy about working this way. They experience that it
is exciting to enter into such dialogue and it is enriching to all partners”, she says.
For the moment, Hørup Centralskole is the only public school in Sønderborg municipality
which is taking part in this network, but Alssund High School has also been involved this
year. Participants will visit both schools.
PHOTO CAPTION:
Karen Marie Houghton, Principal of Hørup Central School is the local coordinator. A hundred
educators from 30 countries will be arriving in Sønderborg on Monday. The image here is
from January this year when 700 students helped to celebrate the head teacher's birthday.
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SIDEBAR:
THE PROGRAMME
Participants will arrive Monday, where they will be accommodated in Comwell where the
conference will take place as well. In the evening there will be a welcome dinner including
speeches at Sønderborg Castlet. The Minister of Education, Bertel Haarder will participate
among others.
The Princess will open
On Tuesday the conference will be inaugurated by Princess Marie, and the practical work will
start only then. Among others, the six finalists in the competition, who are chosen yearly, will
present their projects. The finalists this year are from Singapore (two), Ireland, Malaysia and
Finland (two). The winner will be elected later in the afternoon.
School visits
On Wednesday the participants will work further on strengthening the Asian – European
network, and there will be a visit to Hørup Centralskole, Alssund-Highschool and Danfoss
Universe.
Work will continue on Thursday, and the evaluation takes place on Friday.

