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ASIA-EUROPE CLASSROOM NETWORK (AEC-NET)
PROJECTS FOR 2007/2008
PROJECT FACTSHEET

	NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS:

	Angela Rickard

Education Department

National University of Ireland, Maynooth Co. Kildare

Tel: +353-1-7083453

Fax: + 353-1-7084610

Email: angela.rickard@nuim.ie



	

	NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF HIGH SCHOOL OR SECONDARY SCHOOL:

	Education Department

National University of Ireland

Maynooth Co. Kildare

Ireland

Tel:  +353-1-7083453

Fax:+353-1-7084610



	

	COUNTRY:

	Ireland



	

	PROPOSED PROJECT NAME:

	Local Industry and Enterprise



	

	SUMMARY / BRIEF DESCRIPTION ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT

	This project is designed to encourage the integration of technology with Business Studies curricula of upper secondary schools in Europe and Asia.  The project is structured in three phases: Relating, Researching and Reflecting.  
Relating 

In the first phase of the project pupils will begin by relating to each other in a social forum in the Moodle (open-source) virtual learning environment (VLE). This will serve the dual function of enabling them to become familiar with the system and to get to know the other participants in the other countries. 

Researching 

In the second phase pupils will work in groups in their own schools where under the guidance of their teacher they will plan and carry out a research project on one of the following topics: 

· One or more business enterprises in their local area

· A community enterprise or voluntary organisation or Non-government Organisation (NGO)

· A social or economic issue concerning their local area

· An entrepreneur from their local area 

Pupils should upload their project plan initially to Moodle.

When presenting their actual findings pupils may choose a variety of media : including written profiles, PowerPoint slide presentations, audio files or short video clips (or a combination of any of these). The Moodle environment caters for the submission of files in the form of attachments or as collaborative web pages (called wikis). 

Reflecting

The project will end with a process of reflection and peer evaluation. Pupils will review the submissions from the different countries and discuss them in class. They will then be invited to comment on the work through a “Feedback forum” in which they will be expected to express informed opinions, compare and contrast their own submissions with those of their partners in the other countries. 


	

	RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT:

	1. To raise awareness about the social and environmental impact of industry and enterprise locally and globally.

2. To create an awareness among participants about the similarities and differences between industry and enterprise in the different regions of the world.

3. To give students and teachers in participant countries a greater insight into their own local industry and enterprise.

4. To develop students communication and research skills through a virtual learning environment.

5. To encourage the use of ICT in the curriculum and in extra and co-curricular activities in schools and colleges.



	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM THE  SCHOOLS/STUDENTS:

	Students:  

· Will participate in on-line forums and use different features of the platform for communication (Moodle)

· Research, planning and collaborative work

· Reflection and peer review of the submissions of other pupils

Teachers:

· Will monitor pupils’ work, encourage and develop their skills in research and communication

· Will be asked to participate in online evaluation of the project (questionnaire)



	

	EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM THE IRISH PROJECT COORDINATORS:

	· Support for and monitoring of VLE (Moodle) supply of secure login and password details to schools

· Teacher professional development in collaborative teaching approaches, internet safety and use of technology

· Writing an end of year evaluation report on the project 

· Small grant to schools for administration and equipment costs

	MINIMUM NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/STUDENTS INVOLVED:

	

	

	PROPOSED DURATION OF PROJECT (PLEASE STATE TENTATIVE START AND END DATE):

	One Year



	

	ICT TOOLS / SOFTWARE REQUIRED: 
	
	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED:

	· Computers with Internet access

· Digital camera/s (and possibly video and/or audio recording equipment).
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